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Reconsiruetion Platform.

Resolved, That the Reconstroction
Farty of Mississippi is an oerganization origi-
nating in the necessities of the condition 1a
which the people of the late Coufederate
wtates have been placed by the resnlt of the

Tuaesday, ; * * =

J. L. Powee,

1st

The Slimition. s
What we need, here in Mississippi, |
is, 1st, a well defined and conseolidated
civil government ; 2d, a largely increas-
ed white populstion, consisting of in-
telligent and industrious people, and
thirdly, the introduction of additional
capital. These ends once attained,
renewed prosperity will follow as a
matter of course; and, until they are
attained, our present deplorable con-
dition, politically and financially, must
of necessity, remain without essential
change. .

Are these ends attainable? That is
the great question. By promptly
adopting the principles of the military
plan of reconstruction, we can secure
a fixed and permanent efvil govern-
ment. True, it will not be such a gov-
ernment as we would select, if we had
the power to choose; but we have no
choice; and, disguise the unpalatable
truth as vou may, we are compelled to
live under any regulations which the

war, and the legislation which followed it.
24. Resolved, That while we feel that the
Congressional plan of Reconstruction is im-
politie aud oppressive, yet realizing oor
vanguished condition, and convinced by the
determivation of the President of the United
States to exeoute the laws of Congress, and
the appeal to the Sapreme Court having

P!
1
reareanizing onr State gnvrrnnu-nt nnder
the control of the present Congress; and
tirmly Lelieving that a rejection of this plan
wiil lead to secumulated oppressions to oor
people and the inthietion of disabilities ex-
ing those alresdy provided, we do earn-
{1y advise the p:_-npln of 3{|-.-.i.\-i|bpl with-
FRIL .[. aard to old '[i:lr'l'_\' distinctions to vote
for a Convention and for the best available
delegates o constitate &aid body
31 Resolved, That withont intending to
(juestion the motives of those who are seek.
1y T eTeats an organization io this State to
be ealled “The Coustitntional Union Party,”
we novertheless consider the formation of
I a party as unwise in the present condi-
tion of that their position can
I#ad to no besnie-ficinl resnltas, but on the con-
trary, will, if sucesssfully maintained, incite
Congress to establish as a finahity, terms of
Becopstrnetion s more stringent  and
humiliating than the plan already preseribed
11h. Resolved, That the Reconstruction
partv of Mi-sissippi, isa distinctive political
arganizn having no association, or con-
T on with the extremists of the Republi-
yitl that a8 we are orgnnized for
purposs of speedy recoustruction
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iwwedd ineffectual to arrest their '-n-u-uh--n:i its horrors and humiliations.
it there is no escape from the necessity of |

conqueror may prescribe. A rejection
| of the terms now offered, will assured-
|1y lead to extended proscription, in-
| creased oppression, and an indefinite
| prolongation of military rule, with al}
In the
meantime, the work of ruin will go on,
every man hecoming poorer, and all
of our prostrate industrial pursuits be-
coming still more inert. A stahle and
certain civil government, which we can
speedily secure by embracing the
principles of the military bill, would,
very soon secure a large population
of white men, and the introduction of
abundant capital. Immigration and
[ capital will not flow here until we have
a permanent ¢ivil government. Men
from abroad, who need employment.

a wider field for interprise, will
go to a land where there 1s no eivil

and
not
government, and where all is uncertain
and insecure. Capital is proverbially
< timid,” ana will not venture to a
country where the safe-guards of

renes Lo l!"“"l'-'! lllilll'l‘lIe'h of
national or State politics, we cordially in- |
viter 4l eitizens to unite with us, strictly on |
the hasis of Reconstroection nuder the Mili-
t ary Bilis, and thas strive to rescue the State

vithout rede

tary Bil
from military rule, to establish eivil law and j
order in the eountry, and to recoustruct the
disseversil Tuion of the States.

Sty Resolved. That as a means of reviv-
ing the fraternal feeling which should per.
vade all parts of a common conntry ; of re-
storing pence. prosperity aad goonl wills of
invitinge eapital with its powerful agencies

in rebmilding our waste places, and estab-
lishiog means for the development of oar
pattital resonrees, that considerations of
phitantliropy. patriotism and selfinterest
alike demand the encouragement of immi-
_ﬁ wion from the Northern States, and from
thie natioons of l“..lnl[l!‘.

el Hesolved, That as edncation is the
enviny of viee and the promoter of virtue,
we are in fuvor of eficient systems of public
gchiools for all classes of onr people

Tt Resalvesl. That as labor is the souree
of all prosperity and snccess with States, as
with individoals, it should be protected in
its right o adequate reward.

Sth. Resolved, Thar the Federal tax on cot-
ton is nojost amd oppressive to all classes of
our citizens, particulaniy those who are en-
n sgricaltoral pursuits; that itis a

good government do not exist for its
protection. No <doubt, thousands of
anxions eyves are now fixed
clime, (so richly endowed hy nature,)
as a future residence; but pradent
men from abroad naturally determine
to wait until we have a good govern

ment, before they venture to setile in
our midst. TIn the northern part of
our own country, and in Europe, there
are millions of surplus and unprodue-
tive capital, eagerly seeking for safe
investment. The holders of capital
very well know that, under a well de-
i fined and reliable ¢ivil government. no
place onthe globe offers greater in-

U;nsll our

ducements for profitable investment
than the State of Mississippi. Estab
lish such a government, and this capi-
tal will come. The ultimate result
would be, a reclamation of our aban-
doned fields ; the rapid improvement of

raged

ﬁn.r:mi::ﬂi:.; tax against the freedmen,
who lave commeneed life anew in an on-
tricd capncitv. and with no means ot support
but the profits of their labor; and against

the whites of the South, who have been im-
poverished by the war—and that every con-
sideration of justice and sound policy re
quires the speedy repeal of a measure char-
acterized by sucli oppressive discriminations
between the peoaple of the different States.

9th Resolved, That we cherish no feel-
inges of ll"-"-fi[itj‘ tuwuniﬁ the colored popu-
lution of the State; that we wish them to
L prosperons and happy in their present
eonditton of freedom ; and shall oppose all
legislation discriminating against them.

1ith Resolved, That we earnestly advise
the people of all the conntles of Mississipfi,
at once to organize county associations in
harmony with the foregoing policy,and to
nse all proper means for advancing the work
of Reconstraction nnder the existing laws.

11th. Resolved, That such newspapérs of
the State as are in favor of the objects of this
meating, be requested to publish the fore-
going resolutions,

The foregoing resolutions were unani-
monsly adopted at a Mass Meeting held at
the Capitol, on Monday. Sept. 23d, having
been reported by the following committee :
E. Barksdale, A. R. Johnston, W. Q. Poin-
dexter, W. P. Harris. Fulton Anderson, J.
B Richardson, L. F. Harrington, T. J. Whar-
ton, H. T. Fisher, C. 8& Knapp, D. M Wil
kinson, B. F. Jones, Thos, Palmer, and J. R.
Yerger.

’ s - .-

The St. Lonis papers announce the
death of Hon. Thomas E. Noell, mem-
ber of Congress from Missouri. He
was elected to Congress as a Repub-
lican, but afterwards, repudiated the
party on account of its Radicalism.

- . -

The New Orleans Crescent states
that the action of the Board of School
Directors in that city in providing
separate teachers and school rooms for
the education of the colored children
of New Orleans meets the approval of
intelligent citizens, white and black.

- —_— — -

The Richmond Whig says that
strong tide of Northern immigration
is already enriching Virginia, and that
it is accomplishing great benefits for
the planters, who have “too much
land and toodittle money.” The Whig
adds:

If we treat ‘the new settlers kindly, and i/
we accure pevtoration and tranguility by going
throogh the reconatruchion process without delay
or disturbance, womay at once begin to reap
the benefits of an immenss immigration, with
all the capital, skill, enterprise and develop-
ment that will accompany it

If we pursue
an opposite policy we must lingeron l'ldpgﬁlib
Iy in poverty, weakness and stagrafi n

Tue Corrox Cror.—The Treasury
Department in Washington has near-
Iy completed its statement of the cot-
ton crop for the present yvear. Profes-
sor Delmar, at the head of the Statis-
tical Bureau, has succeeded in proeur-
ing from the collection of the cot-
ton tax the necessary data from which
to make aup this statement. Two
States are complete, showing a yield
of six handred thousand bales. The
whole crop will not exceed one million
and a half against the estimate of two
millions and a halfl

- - — - -
The Alabama and Lonisinna
Elections.

But little, if any, doubt remains that
Alabama and Louisiana will both hold
Conventions under the Reconstrue-
tion Acts of Congress. The opposers
of a Convention by apparent concert
stood aloof from the polls, in order to
prevent the holding of a Convention,
under the clause of the military acts,
which provides that “such Convention
shall not be held unless a majority of
all such registered voters shall have
voted on the question of holding asuch
Conwgention.”” The expedient in both
cases seems to have failed. Conven-
tions will be held, and the States
be

our cities and villages: the establish
‘ ment of manufactures ; a revival of all
the mechanical arts; and the restora-
tion of general prosperity, virtue and
happmess. Wedo not. of course, say,
that this restoration would be instan-
taneous. Time is necessary to raise a
fallen people from their prostrate con-
dition. A spliudide@iifios may be de-
molished in a moment. To rebuild it,
requires time, patience and persever-
ance, guided by wisdom and policy.
From the views above suggested,
this conclusion follows: That the Re-
construction party have adopted a
course calculated to supply our three
great wants, government, capital and
population, and that those who op-
pose the plan of recoustruction, (how-
ever good their intentions msy be,)
are advocating a course, the tendency
of which is to prolong and inerease our
sufferings, and destroy all hope of at-
taining future prosperity and liberty.
-

The Cotton Market.

The decline in cotton is a distress-
ing feature in the events of the day.
Our impoverished people, staggering
under the weight of debt contracted
before the war,which left them without
resources, have paid in many instances
’as high as twenty-five per cent for
credit with which to carry on their
farming business the present scason,
besides, mortgaging their erops and
what little property they had saved
from the general wreck. They Ral
caleunlated, at least, upon prices some
{ what approximating the rates that
| ruled the last season; hut now, after
| struggling against the ills of ineflicient
labor, of excessive rains at one time,
drouth at another, and of destroying
insects, they are brought to face the
appalling calamity of prices reduced
below one-half of the gquotations of the
past season. - ’

We might indulge speculations con-
cerning the cause of this unexpected
fall in prices, and encourage hopes of
a re--!lct.ion; but all this would be, at
best, but mere surmise. Nothing is
80 uncertain as the course of the
cotton market. The shrewdest specu-
lators who make it their study to
watch its ebhing and flowing in order
to take the tide which will bear them
to fortune are oftentimes hopelessly
wrecked in their voyage tosthe desired
port.

Agricultural people, free from debt,
except what has been incurred in
order to raise their present crops,
will be able to weather the storm, and
pass into the trials and struggles of
another year without a sacrifice of
their property ; but we see little hopes
unless the cotton market reacts, for
those who had heavy liabilities hang-
ing over them. To such persons, the
only means of rescue, that we can
discern, from their embarrassments, is
the Bankropt Act. Tt is a desperate
resort, but it will enable men to begin
the world anew with a prospect of
re-establishing themselves in at least
comfortable circumstances, bnyoml-';
the reach of money lenders who saved |
their notes. accounts, and other evi-
dences of debt, in the wreck of estates
during the war. :
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